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The intention of this document is to provide a design
and access statement for Kirkstall Abbey and its

FOREWORD

surroundings for landscape enhancement and

remodelling it into a green oasis for the industrial city
of Leeds.
It serves as an important tool to provide basis for the

evolution of initial design process in response to the
design considerations made after a thorough analysis
of the site, stated in the feasibility report.
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The purpose of this document is to provide the reader

1.1 PURPOSE OF THIS DOCUMENT

with the tools and thinking process undertaken for the
landscape enhancement and development of Kirkstall
Abbey and its surroundings.
Design and Access Statements: How to Write, Read and
Use them- CABE, 2006, has been a useful document in
the formation of the fabric of this report.
KEY THEMES OF THIS REPORT:
▪ To reiterate the physical, social and economic
attributes of the site.

▪ To list the character areas backed by their
justification of inclusion in the site and discuss them
in detail.
▪ To give a comprehensive insight to the access routes
to and within the site, using various modes of
transport.
▪ To illustrate the proposition in visuals.
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Situated in the middle of the United Kingdom,
lying equidistant to London and Edinburgh,
Leeds has a diverse population of 751,500, with
the population density as 1,388 people per
square km.
It is the third largest and one of the fastest
growing, greenest cities in the UK.
A thriving economy boasting strengths in
financial services, legal, manufacturing, health
and retail, Leeds has excellent road, rail and air

1.2 CITY CONTEXT

links, providing a gateway for tourist and
business visitors to the region.
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1.3 INFOGRAPHICS

7

TOWN HALL

1.4 LEEDS- THEN & NOW

KIRKGATE MARKET

BRIGGATE, EAST SIDE

CITY SQUARE
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1.4 LEEDS- THEN & NOW

CORN EXCHANGE

LONDON-EDINBURGH
MILESTONE

GREAT GEORGE STREET

9

AD 731
1147

Bede makes first mention of
'Loidis'

1086

1152

Before shifting to Kirkstall, the monks tried
settling in Barnoldswick, but they upset
the local people by destroying the existing
parish church and forcing them from their
lands. Extremely bad weather which led to
poor harvests added to their misery.

The monks officially moved to
Kirkstall. The abbey was founded on
may 19th

1182

1.5 HISTORY & TIMELINE

Leeds is a small village
with a population
of approx.
two hundred
people

The greatest of the buildings still
standing today had been built,
such as the church and
chapterhouse.

1300
Leeds has a population of approx. thousand
10

1600

1539
On 22 November 1539 the
Abbey was surrendered
to Henry VIII's commissioners
in the Dissolution of
monasteries

Leeds has a population
of approx.
3,000

Leeds suffers an
outbreak of
plague.
it is a flourishing
town with a
population
approaching
6,000. The
wool trade is
booming.

1829

Turner paints
the abbey.

1824

1.5 HISTORY & TIMELINE

1645 - 65

‘To London 200 miles south,
To Edinburgh 200 miles north’,
erected.

1827
The Abbey is separated from the
gatehouse with the building
of the turnpike road.
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1858

1889

The Abbey
road is
built.

1860

Queen Victoria visits Leeds
to inaugurate the town hall.
A meeting of the British
association in took place in
the city, with a flower show
at the Abbey.

Ownership of the
Abbey is passed to
Leeds city council.

1895

1892

1.5 HISTORY & TIMELINE

14th

Septembercompletion of
restoration and
preservation
works and is
opened as a
public park.

Beginning of the
conservation and
restoration of the Abbey,
under the supervision of the
architect, J.T. Micklethwaite.

1901

The population of Leeds is 178,000.
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2. SITE ANALYSIS
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The figure alongside shows the study area
nestled within the city of Leeds, marked in red
perforated lines.
The site chiefly covers the Kirkstall Abbey along
with its listed buildings like that of the Abbey
museum. It roughly extends from the beginning
of the abbey grounds to the London-Edinburgh
milestone, west/east and from the Liverpool
canal to Spencer lane, south/north. Through the
study area, runs the A65 which is a

2.1 STUDY AREA

major road in England. It runs north west from
Leeds in Yorkshire via Kirkstall,
Horsforth, Yeadon, Guiseley, Ilkley and Skipton,
passes west of Settle, then continues
through Ingleton and Kirkby Lonsdale before
terminating at Kendal in Cumbria.
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Fascinated by art and history, I wanted to choose a site where I get the
opportunity to engage with a historically important building to realise the

2.2 WHY KIRKSTALL ABBEY ?

sensitivity of the place both on the physical as well as the emotional realm.

On visiting the Abbey on a number of occasions, I felt the grounds had more
potential than their current use.
Flood risks in Kirkstall seemed particularly interesting and challenging-

something I hadn’t explored before.
Its location and accessibility.
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2.3 KIRKSTALL NEIGHBOURHOODS

Kirkstall Ward lies to the
north-west of Leeds City
Centre stretching from the
railway viaduct bridging
Kirkstall Road and Burley
Road to the boundary with
Horsforth. With the
exception of the Kirkstall
Brewery site, its western
boundary follows the River
Aire or the Leeds and
Liverpool Canal. Its eastern
boundary follows the railway
line from Burley Road to
Kirkstall Lane and then
crosses over to Beckett’s Park
and Spen Lane, as far as the
Outer Ring Road.
It thus encompasses the
neighbourhoods of Burley,
Queenswood Drive, Moor
Grange and the Spens,
Hawksworth Wood, as well
as Kirkstall itself.
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Its essential to look at the demographics of the study area

Figure 1
English (91.7%)

as it provides an insight not only to the sociological and

Arabic (1.1%)

2.4 KIRKSTALL DEMOGRAPHICS

psychological pattern of everyday users of the space but

Polish (0.7%)

also cultural and linguistics fabric of the area.

Urdu (0.7%)

Figure 1: In the 2011 census the population of Kirkstall was

Persian/Farsi (0.6%)
Panjabi (0.5%)

21,709 and is made up of approximately 50% females and

Kurdish (0.3%)

50% males.

Spanish (0.3%)

The average age of people in Kirkstall is 35, while the

All Other Chinese (0.3%)

median age is lower at 29.

French (0.3%)

Other (3.5%)

83.5% of people living in Kirkstall were born in England.
Other top answers for country of birth were 1.3% Scotland,
1.3% Pakistan, 1.0% India, 0.9% Ireland, 0.8% North Africa,

0.7% Northern Ireland, 0.7% Wales, 0.6% Iran, 0.5%
Zimbabwe.

Figure 2
England (83.5%)
Scotland (1.3%)

Figure 2: 91.7% of people living in Kirkstall speak English.

Pakistan (1.3%)

The other top languages spoken are 1.1% Arabic, 0.7%

India (1%)

Polish, 0.7% Urdu, 0.6% Persian/Farsi, 0.5% Panjabi, 0.3%

Ireland (0.9%)

Kurdish, 0.3% Spanish, 0.3% All other Chinese, 0.3% French.

North Africa (0.8%)
Northern Ireland (0.7%)

This is particularly useful for designing signposts and other

Wales (0.7%)

information boards.

Iran (0.6%)
Zimbabwe (0.5%)
Other (8.7%)

17

Figure 1: The religious make up of Kirkstall is 46.7%
Christian, 34.9% No religion, 6.7% Muslim, 1.1% Hindu,

2.4.1 KIRKSTALL DEMOGRAPHICS

0.8% Sikh, 0.6% Buddhist, 0.2% Jewish, 0.1% Atheist.
1,564 people did not state a religion. 186 people identified
as a Jedi Knight and 12 people said they believe in Heavy
Metal.

Figure 1

Other important facts and figures:

Christian (46.7%)

Marital input: 25.6% of people are married, 14.1% cohabit

No Religion (34.9%)

with a member of the opposite sex, 1.0% live with a partner

Muslim (6.7%)
Hindu (1.1%)

of the same sex, 44.6% are single and have never married

Sikh (0.8%)

or been in a registered same sex partnership, 8.3% are

Busshist (0.6%)

separated or divorced. There are 1,116 widowed people

Jewsih (0.2%)

living in Kirkstall.

Atheist (0.1%)
Other (8.9%)

Occupational input: The top occupations listed by people in
Kirkstall are Professional 20.1%, Elementary 14.3%,
Associate professional and technical 14.1%, Elementary
administration and service 13.3%, Administrative and
secretarial 11.5%, Sales and customer service 11.4%, Caring,
leisure and other service 9.4%, Administrative 9.3%, Sales
8.8%, Skilled trades 8.4%.
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2.5 ABBEY THROUGH THE AGES
1980

1930

1850
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20

21
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2.5.2 FAMOUS PAINTINGS OF THE ABBEY

J.M.W. TURNER

THOMAS GIRTIN

J.M.W. TURNER

THOMAS GIRTIN
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2.5.3 FAMOUS PAINTINGS OF THE ABBEY

GORDON HOME

J.M.W. TURNER

THOMAS GIRTIN
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2.6 SITE TRANSITION

COURTSEY: ABDULLAH IQBAL
C7165179
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2.6.1 SITE TRANSITION FROM 19TH CENTURY TO
PRESENT

Presently, the site houses the
ruins of Kirkstall Abbey and its
complex, sports pitches,
woodlands, car park, recreation
ground. The abbey is
predominantly surrounded by
residential areas from by east to
north west, Kirkstall forge on
west and open fields running
along the river and canal.
This is a 19th century map
showing the surrounding areas
of the abbey.
It was largely dominated by
open fields and woodlands,
punctuated by quarries and the
Kirkstall forge.
As the population grew, there
was an increase on land
pressure, thus the stretch from
the abbey’s east to north west is
now residential.
Most of the open areas visible
on this map still function as
open grounds mostly used for
sports and recreation.
Little fall quarry and old quarry
serve as sports pitches,
currently.
Some groups of woodlands still
exist.
(see landscape visual
assessment map and master
plan for existing woodland
location)
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2.6.2 STREET VIEWS
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2.6.3 CURRENT MAP
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2.7 SITE OVERVIEW- CURRENT SCENARIO
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Contained within the study area are:

2.7.1 CURRENT LANDSCAPE

▪

Parkland, allotments and recreation and sports grounds, which provide:
▪

Opportunities for recreational pursuits

▪

Walking

▪

Horticulture

▪

Sports and cycling

▪

Important wildlife habitats, helping support a rich biodiversity.

The Kirkstall Abbey Estate, makes provision not only for recreation, but also provide aspects of cultural interest and include
important buildings and structures, such as:
▪ The ruin of Kirkstall Abbey
▪ Armley House in Gott’s Park, a Grade ll listed building.
Interspersed with these semi natural areas, amenity greenspace and parkland, are extensive arable and pastoral landholdings.
These are characterized and defined by field boundaries features, such as hedgelines and drystone walls, and are generally
located in the more rural outer reaches of the Country Park.
Within inner-city urban areas however, the current demand for centrally placed land with building potential puts great
pressure on brown field sites, which are highly desirable and sought after for development. Numerous new areas of housing
and shopping have already been established, often with little provision for greenspace.

Recreational access to parks, countryside and greenspace on the periphery of the inner-city as well as in to the wider
countryside beyond, should be made for residents in these areas, and to a greater extent, this is something the West Leeds
Country Park and Green Gateway project is able to achieve.
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The encapsulated countryside landscape type can be found in the Kirkstall Valley, among others.
▪ linear areas or 'fingers' of countryside
▪ associated with river corridors, which extend right into the heart of the urban area.

▪ steep valley sides of the corridors.

2.7.2 LANDSCAPE CHARACTER

▪ generally well wooded
▪ pockets of scrub and pasture
▪ forming a green patchwork in an otherwise built up environment.
Urban influences such as the following, are present:
▪ with public utility works
▪ isolated industrial units
▪ housing.
Views from within these areas are framed by:
▪ the development along the edges
▪ the dense wooded nature of the semi- natural woodlands which abound.
The encapsulated countryside provides a valuable recreational resource for local communities and an important corridor for
wildlife.
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2.7.3 TOPOGRAPHY

First image gives an overall setting of the study area with regard to its wider context. In the second image, it is noted that
because of close proximity to the river, the study area is characterised by rolling landscapes on the periphery with an almost
flat centre. An elevated area by the Bridge Road forms the highest point in the study area. This gives an opportunity to
design it strategically so as to create view vistas stretching in the direction of the abbey.
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2.7.4 GEOLOGICAL CONTEXT OF KIRKSTALL

Kirkstall falls in west Leeds area.
Solid Geology

Millstone Grit

The west Leeds area, like much of Leeds, is dominated

The Millstone Grits were laid down between 323–313

by Coal Measures ( Leeds forms the northern limit of

million years ago, when much of northern England

the Yorkshire Coalfield), and Millstone Grits of the

was covered by a huge river delta. Rivers deposited

Upper Carboniferous period.

alternate layers of sand, mud and silt into channels,

Characterised by alternating strata of sandstones,

outwash falls and swamps in the delta, which were

shales and mudstones and coal seams, which were

compressed by subsequent layers, gradually forming

laid down between 323 and 313 million years ago,

rock.

these sedimentary rocks are the result of alternate

The resulting sandstones are generally medium to

river and marine deposits of sands, silt and mud and

coarse in texture, and often contain pebbles of quartz,

organic matter deposited, buried and compressed to

so are highly valued for their durability as a building

eventually form stone.

stone. These sandstones were extensively quarried in
the Hawksworth, Calverley and Bramley areas, the
latter being noted for its Bramley Fall Rough Rock.
Kirkstall Abbey, Leeds Town Hall and the Corn
Exchange are all constructed from Millstone Grit
quarried from the west Leeds area.
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2.7.4 GEOLOGICAL CONTEXT OF KIRKSTALL

Coal Measures

Drift Geology

The sandstones and coal seams associated with Coal

Following the end of the last Ice Age, some 10 000 years ago, the

Measures were laid down some 310 million years ago,

retreating ice sheets and glaciers dropped the loads that they had

when Britain sat over the equator and a vast tropical

been carrying. This material which consisted largely of rock debris

forest had grown over the Millstone Grit deposits of

ranging in size from huge boulders, or erratics, to very finely ground

the ancient river delta.

rock, or till, blanketed the solid rock with varying thickness of material.

The sandstones associated with the Coal Measures

As the ice sheets decayed the resulting deluge of meltwater swept

have a fine texture, as represented by the Elland Flags

along sands, gravels and muds. Where the flow slowed or was

series. Rich in mica, these split easily along regular

impeded to form temporary lakes, this material was deposited to form

bedding plains and provide Yorkshire Flagstones, as

thick beds of silts, sands and gravels, as can be found along the course

well as the brick sized building stone characteristic of

of the River Aire.

Bradford. Coal Measure sandstones could also be
intricately carved, as can be seen on the exterior of

Leeds Kirkgate Market.
The coal seams of the Lower Coal Measures, found in
the west Leeds area, were limited and shallow, as
compared to those of the Middle Measures in south
Leeds. Nevertheless, the remains of bell pits, such as

those at Hunger Hills in Horsforth, offer evidence that
coal was mined in this part of Leeds.
The shales and mudstones associated with the Coal
Measures provided material for making the bricks
that largely replaced building stone. Terracotta and

ceramic industries also flourished using the same
local resource.

Soils
The National Soil Resources Institute has devised a national soil
classification system, based on 27 soil types.
The West Leeds Country Park area supports three of these soil types.
The course of the River Aire has had a hugely significant impact on the
soils adjacent to its course, and these are classified as loamy and clayey
floodplain soils, with naturally high groundwater. They are
representative of high water tables, and have a tendency towards
supporting wet flood meadow with carr woodlands. They represent
2.6% of soils in England.
The rest and majority of the area is represented by slowly permeable
seasonally wet acid loamy and clayey soils. These support seasonally
wet pasture and woodland, indicate an impeded drainage. They
represent 7% of soils in England.
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2.7.5 BUILT-GREEN-BLUE INFRASTRUCTURE

35

This map marks the existing
woodland cover, protected playing
pitches and amenity areas and

2.7.6 GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE

pitches within the study area.
The thick woodland cover to the

west of the site needs to be
balanced by linking the smaller
and scattered woods on the east.
Also they need to be holistically
linked so as to form a major green

cover surrounding the historic
Kirkstall Abbey.
The existing sports fields in the site
context, which are being relocated
in the design proposition do not
fall under the category of
protected playing pitches.

Woodlands etc. (slow load)
Protected playing pitches
Amenity areas and pitches
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This map shows the existing council
allotments close to the study area.
It is important of know the

2.7.7 GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE

locations of current allotments so
as to determine the location and
scale of the proposed allotment.
Interestingly, bee hives exist within
the study area and care will be
taken to not disturb them and their
surrounding areas. Bees are a vital
part of the ecology, and are directly
responsible for pollinating at least
30% of the food crops we eat. They
are also an important indicator of
our ecosystem’s overall health.
Thus a location for the proposed
allotment close to the bee hives will
be a wise decision.
Council Allotments
Bee Hives
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▪

A variety of trees and shrubs which is a legacy from the original Victorian park landscaping can be seen currently at

the Abbey.

2.7.8 EXISTING FLORA AND FAUNA

▪

Large specimen trees such as sycamore, oak, cherry, willow and horsechestnut are widely seen, which are also
beneficial to the wildlife present on site.

▪

Their fissured bark provides refuge to invertebrates such as spiders, millipedes, and earwigs, whilst aphids feed on the
leaves. These in turn provide food for birds.

▪

The older more established trees hold pockets of rots, holes and cracks. These are exploited by hole nesting birds such
as nuthatches, woodpeckers as well as bats.

▪

Shrubs such as hawthorn, hazel and elder are particularly important during autumn, when they produce clusters of
nuts and berries.

▪

For birds such as fieldfare and redwing, both members of the thrush family, these fruits provide a high energy food.
This food is vital for their survival as they are winter migrants, escaping the freezing European winters for a relatively
more temperate season.

▪

Additionally small mammals will readily feed on both nuts and berries. In particular, grey squirrels can be seen
collecting and storing nuts and fungi to see it through the winter.
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2.7.9 BLUE INFRASTRUCTURE

This map points majorly at the existing locks installed in the course of the Leeds-Liverpool Canal, running through the study area.

Typical lock dimensions are 26m long and 4.6m wide. Most locks have pointing doors at the upstream end and vertical guillotine gates at the lower end.
Locks are built in places where the level of the water in the river or canal suddenly changes. This may be because there is a waterfall there, or because a
dam or a weir has been built.
39

2.7.10 FLOOD RISK

▪

Much of the study
area is at significant
risk of flooding.

▪

Significant
development and
flood defence
mechanisms have

been proposed.
▪

Opportunity to
integrate additional
flood resilience.
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Leeds Local Development Framework
BACKGROUND

2.7.11 WATERFRONT DEVELOPMENT

The Leeds Waterfront Strategy, published in 2002, provides guidance on waterfront design.
The Waterfront Strategy acknowledges the need for additional research to address the ecological value of the river Aire corridor
through central Leeds and this work forms part of these guidelines. The importance of all waterway corridors for wildlife should
not be underestimated and one of the aims of these guidelines is to provide advice on how development can retain and
enhance wildlife habitats along all waterways in the Leeds district.
A natural river system would include a variety of in channel and bankside habitats. However, within urban areas many of these
habitats are lost or modified and the channel straightened and often reinforced with hard edges. This simplified habitat
provides fewer opportunities for wildlife species to find food, shelter and breeding places.
The River Aire, the Leeds and Liverpool canal and the Aire form a major habitat corridor running through the urban area of
Leeds. Water quality, particularly in the river, has improved significantly in recent years.
A major issue now for the river corridor and other watercourses through the urban area is improving the habitat resource to
maintain and increase the range of species present.
AIMS:
▪ to provide a framework to inform, guide and assess new development at waterfront locations throughout the Leeds district
to ensure that biodiversity issues are fully considered and addressed.
OBJECTIVES:
▪ to identify and safeguard existing habitats;
▪ to provide guidance on the ecological design of developments within waterway corridors;
▪ to provide guidance on the conservation of protected and important species;
▪ to identify opportunities for habitat enhancement, creation and restoration;
▪ to encourage appropriate long term habitat management.
41

2.7.12 SOCIAL COMMUNITIES RESIDING IN KIRKSTALL

42

2.7.13 TRANSPORT STRATEGY

https://www.firstgroup.
com/uploads/maps/33_
33A_map_web.pdf

Transport systems are not ends in themselves, but a means of connecting landuses. Chapter 6 of the UDP seeks to promote a high quality integrated transport
system that meets the needs of local people and businesses safely and reliably,
whilst maintaining the overall quality of the environment. Getting the balance
right between car and non-car use will remain a key factor in achieving more
sustainable patterns of travel. The Council is committed to encouraging greater
use of public transport and more sustainable modes of transport throughout the
City;
The West Yorkshire Local Transport Plan is the statutory five year transport plan
for the sub-region and is based on the following 4 key themes:
(i)

Improving the quality and availability of alternative modes to the car and
lorry;

(ii) managing the use and condition of the highway;
(iii) managing the demand for travel;
(iv) promoting social inclusion.
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2.7.14 CYCLE ROUTES

The first image shows the cycle routes in kirkstall at its neighbouring areas. Zooming into the study area, in the second
image, it is observed that cycle routes along the flat terrain are completely missing. Also the cycle route abruptly comes to a
dead end towards the kirkstall forge not giving the user any link beyond the woodland. This serves as the basis of route

calculation for cyclists in the study area to make it into a consistent network, with legibility and true connectivity.
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2.7.15 POST CODE MAPPING OF KIRKSTALL

45

2.7.16 ACTIVITIES & EVENTS

46

2.8 PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT

47

2.9 EXISTING SITE PHOTOGRAPHS
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2.9.1 EXISTING SITE PHOTOGRAPHS
1

2

6

10

15

3

8

7

12

11

16

5

4

9

13

17

14

18
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2.10 LANDSCAPE VISUAL ASSESSMENT
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2.11 SWOT ANALYSIS

STRENGTHS

WEAKNESSES

▪The site houses listed buildings.
▪Already a visitor attraction.
▪River Aire and Leeds Liverpool Canal are
accessible from the site.
▪Close proximity to Kirkstall forge railway station.
▪Scattered woodlands in and around the site.
▪Boasts of a rich history and heritage.

• Weak links to its rich heritage.
• Close proximity to sports pitches.
• Lack of connection between the abbey and
Leeds and Liverpool canal.
• Number and frequency of buses running from
the city centre are limited.
• Lack of visibility of the abbey from a radius of
1km.
• A busy road A65 runs through the abbey
ground, separating the abbey from the abbey
museum
• Within the Aire Valley, the railway line, Leeds
Liverpool Canal and the River Aire limit access
to the various Parks and greenspaces within and
adjacent to the green corridor.

OPPORTUNITIES

THREATS

• Pedestrianise A65 and create an alternate route
to divert the traffic, and promote sustainable
commuting.
• Increase the woodland cover to provide a
setting for the abbey, as well as link it to its past
heritage.
• Relocate the sports pitches closer to the
residential areas and away from the abbey.
• Create access from the abbey to the Leeds and
Liverpool canal.
• Create a new landmark, visible from more than
a radius 5km from the abbey.
• Bring back a reflection of its rich heritage.

• Flooding risks. Most of the study area falls in
medium to high flood risk zone.
• Increased vandalism, poaching, dumping,
graffiti, various forms of pollution and antisocial behaviour especially in public open
spaces showing signs of neglect.
• Location of the shopping centre- a precious
‘natural sponge’ for reducing floods.
• Extensive residential developments at the
northern end of the Aire Valley green corridor
and beyond has put pressure on the existing
roads in particular the A65 to cope with the
increased traffic to the City of Leeds.
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3. DESIGN INTENT

52

The City Council, together with the people of Leeds, is developing a clear vision of the kind of City we wish Leeds to
become - and of the ways this can be achieved.

3.1 POLICY & GUIDELINES

The Vision for Leeds has three main aims:
(i) Going up a league as a city – making Leeds an internationally competitive city, the best place in the country to
live, work and learn, with a high quality of life for everyone.
(ii) Narrowing the gap between the most disadvantaged people and communities and the rest of the city.
(iii) Developing Leeds’ role as the regional capital, contributing to the national economy as a competitive European
city.
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GOVERNMENT POLICIES AND TARGETS ON
EXISTING GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE AND NEW
DEVELOPMENT
UDP (UNITARY DEVELOPMENT PLAN) STRATEGY PRINCIPLES
ON "HOW" THE SET OBJECTIVES FOR THE CITY WILL BE
REACHED:

3.1.1 POLICY & GUIDELINES

SP1: Greenspace is protected and enhanced as an important
land use in its own right in conferring amenity, quality of life and

a sense of identity to established communities and proposed
extensions.
SP2: Countryside is protected for its own sake, as a recreational
resource, as a setting for a diversified and prosperous rural
economy, and as the location of valued landscapes, wildlife and

natural features.
SP3: New development will be concentrated largely within or
adjoining the main urban areas and settlements on sites that are
or can be well served by public transport. This is in order to
reduce growth in the length and number of motorised journeys,
to minimise the loss of green field sites (and green belt), and to
maximise the potential of the existing and proposed
infrastructure.
SP4: Priority in the introduction of new transport infrastructure is
given to supporting public transport (including new forms) with
some limited new road building.
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The broad guiding principles which apply across the District aim to ensure that:
(i) the best existing buildings are retained and adapted wherever possible; new buildings should be of good intrinsic design
and should express the needs of the new development whilst complementing adjacent buildings and spaces.
(ii) development should create a variety of linked spaces that are both functional and attractive and which are defined by
buildings and major landscape elements.

3.1.2 POLICY & GUIDELINES

(iii) new buildings and spaces should respect the general character and scale of the existing urban fabric and townscape.
(iv) there is a network of safe and attractive pedestrian and cycle routes throughout the urban area. This will help people
without access to a car, encourage others to leave their car behind, and allow easier enjoyment of the best of our urban
areas.
(v) in the larger urban areas the townscape should include visual reference points to help people find their way around; these
include landmarks, visual corridors, and changes of character as well as adequate signs.
(vi) buildings should be designed for a long and adaptable life so as to avoid the problems of inflexibility and early
obsolescence.
(vii) the urban environment is as visually attractive as possible by the use of high quality hard and soft landscaping, good
quality building materials, good detailing and decoration, the imaginative use of colour, good signage, appropriate lighting
and the introduction of public art which will enrich our environment.
(viii) changes to the street scene and its individual buildings should facilitate access for people with restricted mobility,
including those using or pushing wheelchairs, prams and pushchairs and those with impaired sight and hearing.
(ix) site layouts and building design should aim to minimise the potential for crime.
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3.1.3 POLICY & GUIDELINES

OBJECTIVES LAID OUT BY THE
GOVERNMENT FOR ACCESS
ACCESS FOR ALL
to ensure that all sections of the community, irrespective of
income, disability, age, race, religion, gender, travelling way of
life, caring responsibility or place of residence have safe and easy
access to housing, employment, shops, social, community and
leisure facilities, places of worship and other necessary facilities,
by maintaining and enhancing the current levels of provision in
appropriate locations;
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The design approach to Kirkstall abbey has been particularly
sensitive and meticulous.

The value of rich heritage associated with it makes it one of the
most significant buildings in the Leeds skyline. Thus any design
deliberations have to take into consideration the historic setting

3.2 DESIGN EVOLUTION

of the abbey and its surroundings, as well as blend it carefully
with the existing infrastructure around.
Chief points kept in mind while developing the landscape were:
Relate to geography and history and suit existing topography
and landscape forms.
Conform with existing developments.
Regard existing views.

BUBBLE DIAGRAM SHOWING THE
VAROIUS ZONES ACROSS THE SITE

Suit the scale of existing surrounding developments.
Use of high quality materials that suit existing surrounding built
form.
Create new views to enhance quality of area.
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3.3 DESIGN BRIEF
HERITAGE
▪

To preserve the heritage and
cultural value of Kirkstall abbey and
help people connect with it at a
visual as well as tangible level.

PEOPLE
▪

To create a destination which
houses something for
everybody.

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE
▪

BLUE INFRASTRUCTURE

To enhance the ecological value of the site
and use the varying landscapes to its
maximum potential.

▪

To tackle the issue of flooding sensitively
as well as take up the opportunity to
increase biodiversity of the fragile river
edge.

ACCESSIBILITY

SUSTAINABILITY

▪ To link the various historical
sites, as well as the leedsLiverpool canal to the abbey.

▪ To increase sustainability environmentally, managerially, and
socially.

CREATING A NEW LANDMARK
▪ To give the site a new identity.
▪ As well as create opportunities to attract more visitors, not
only in the city but also globally
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3.3.1 DESIGN BRIEF
HERITAGE
▪
▪
▪

Educational.
Link to the past.
Cherishing the cultural aspect
of the Abbey.

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE
▪
▪
▪
▪

PEOPLE
▪
▪

▪

▪

▪
▪
▪
▪

Creating more enriching space
for humans.
A space serving various usersspecially abled, visually
impaired, elder, young and so
on.
Setting stage for social and
cultural exchange between
communities- weekend
markets, theatre and more.
Various sizes of gathering
space- to accommodate a big
group and small, alike.
Encouraging social inclusion.
Improve community health.
Enhance the quality of life of
people who live, work and visit
the abbey.
Create a safer environment for
the users even at night.

BLUE INFRASTRUCTURE

Increasing the existing woodland cover.
Accommodating allotment space to
encourage food sustainability.
Creating mini ecosystems on the sensitive
river edge.
Increasing biodiversity.

▪
▪
▪

Implementing sensitive flood defence
mechanisms.
Introducing a fish pass.
Increasing interaction by linking the
Leeds-Liverpool canal to the abbey.

ACCESSIBILITY

SUSTAINABILITY

▪ Diverting major traffic off the
abbey to reduce vehicular
movement in close proximity to
the abbey and subsequently
enhancing user experience.
▪ Well connected system of
character areas- woodlandhistoric abbey-water meadowriver aire- wet woodland and
water meadow- wet woodland
belt- leeds-Liverpool canal.
▪ Creating a network of pathways
to be used by walkers,
wheelchair users, cyclists as well
as tactile paving for the visually
impaired.

▪ Managed and maintained to cater to the wide spectrum of
needs of the current future residents and other users of the
space.
▪ An initiative to promote sustainable transport system, by
proposing excellent public transport links and eventually
phasing out the car park

CREATING A NEW LANDMARK
▪ To visually link the abbey to the city centre and other
surrounding areas.
▪ To create an important landmark in the city of Leeds as it will
act as a destination in its own right and attract more visitors.
▪ Gives a contemporary context to the abbey.
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Since the design is intervention driven, proposals revolving
around the abbey are of supreme importance. Concurrently,
the themes blend in seamlessly with improving the
surrounding landscapes and utilising them to their full
potential, both aesthetically and functionally, thereby
creating exciting user experience. All built spaces are being
retained in the study area, except for A 65 road, which is
being modified partially and the peripheral walls of the
abbey and surrounding public space, contained within the

3.4 KEY DESIGN THEMES

site.

Re-establishing the historic setting of the abbey by:
▪ Recreating the historic fish ponds.
▪ Recreating the path taken by monks and visitors from the
gatehouse to the abbey.
▪ Recreating the cloister garden.
▪ uniting the abbey with the abbey museum and presenting

CLIPPING OF A MAP SHOWING THE SPACE
FUNCTION OF THE ABBEY IN THE 12TH CENTURY

it as one entity, without a distinct physical divide
Representing the 12th century abbey ambience:
▪ Creating a food growing areas.
▪ Increasing woodland cover around the abbey.
▪ Reintroducing sheep to the abbey.
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Relocating the existing amenities and spaces for better use and coherence of

the grounds:
▪ the A 65 is being converted into a pedestrianised street for the sake of
uniting the abbey with the abbey museum. An alternative route has been
carved out to optimise pedestrian movement, community engagement,

3.4.1 KEY DESIGN THEMES

historic linking as well as smooth flow of vehicular traffic.

▪ the existing car park is also being relocated to the other side of the new
street, in order to make place for the historic fish pond. This car park will
eventually be phased out to promote sustainable transport system.
▪ sports pitches, in close vicinity to the abbey have also been relocated to the
other side of the new street to maintain the sanctity of the abbey and its

surroundings.
▪ the existing tot lot near the existing car park has also been relocated to
accommodate the representation of the historic fish pond- sky mirror. It has
been relocated to a softer landscape.
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Demolishing of structures:
The peripheral walls of the abbey and adjacent open areas will be knocked down to
create more visual and physical binding of the site. The walls have no heritage value

3.4.2 KEY DESIGN THEMES

as they were added much later. They do not aid in security, as they are relatively low
and can be scaled easily.
Proposed development:
▪ Wet woodland

▪ Wet woodland extension
▪ Water meadow
▪ New street
▪ Bridge and tunnel linking the
abbey to the Leeds-Liverpool canal.

▪ Observation tower.
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3.4.3 KEY DESIGN THEMES- SOFTER THEMES

Interspersing historic and visual interests with design for a
more enriching visitor’s experience:

▪ Laying the primary path in directions of places, significant
to the abbey.
▪ Building of the new observation tower
Enhancing and connecting green infrastructure with blue

infrastructure.
▪ Responding to the existing conditions and designing
them sensitively, keeping the biodiversity it attracts, in
mind.
▪ Alleviating flood risks and also considering rain water is

collected, retained and managed within the development
proposal.
▪ Creation of a new fish pass.
Design social gathering spaces and active frontages.
▪ Establishing various gathering spaces to accommodate
small groups and larger circles, alike.
▪ Providing safe access across the site for people with
different abilities
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3.5 KEY DESIGN MOVES

3.5.1 WET MEADOWS
3.5.2 WATER MEADOWS
3.5.3 INCREASING WOODLAND COVER
3.5.4 ACCESS ROUTES
3.5.5 FISH PONDS
3.5.6 OBSERVATION TOWER – SKY VIEW
3.5.7 ALLOTMENTS
3.5.8 SHEEP REARING
3.5.9 FISH PASS
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WHY WET WOODLANDS?
Healthy wet woodlands help to reduce the risk of
flooding elsewhere on river courses, by slowing down
and storing water, as well as being rich mosaics of
interconnected habitat in themselves. They support a

huge diversity of plants, animals, insects and fungi, and
make for fascinating, beautiful places to visit.

3.5.1 WET WOODLANDS

- YORKSHIRE WILDLIFE TRUST

For which species are wet woodlands important?
Wet woodland is important nationally and locally for a
number of priority species including the Otter, the
Black poplar tree, Marsh warblers, Spotted flycatchers,
Common cranes, Lesser spotted woodpeckers,
Woodcock, Nightingale, Willow tit, the Weevils
Melanapion minimum and Thynchaenus testaceus, the
Craneflies Lipsothrix ecucullata, L.nervosa, L.errans and
L.nigristigma and the Netted carpet moth Eustromia
reticulate. Ghyll woodlands are particularly important
for mosses, ferns and liverworts, although all wet
woodlands are host to a wide range of plant species.
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WHY WATER MEADOWS?

3.5.2 WATER MEADOWS

Water meadows are areas of land that used to be
flooded deliberately, under carefully controlled

For which species are wet woodlands important?

conditions, the timing being at the discretion of the

Bees and butterflies, such as meadow brown, common

farmer or landowner. They had three main purposes:

blue and the rare marsh fritillary, are among the

to force early growth of grass in the spring, to improve

hundreds of insects which probe the grassland flowers

the quality of the grass sward and to increase the

for nectar. In turn, these attract rare horseshoe bats

summer hay crop. The relative importance of these

and many declining farmland birds, including skylark,

benefits varied, depending on the type of water

whose numbers have more than halved over the last

meadow and the local farming regime, but control of

25 years. Corncrake is another specialist meadow bird

the flooding was what made them different from

that is now extinct in lowland UK except for in the

floodplain meadows, grazing marshes or other

Outer Hebrides.

naturally flooded areas. It also allows the ground to
absorb any plant nutrients or silt carried by the river
water – this fertilises the grassland, and incidentally

also reduces eutrophication of the river water
by nutrient pollution.
The practice of operating them, known as ‘drowning’,
created movement of water across the meadow’s
surface, preventing stagnant pools forming and
harming the grass. It was said that water should flow
“on at a trot and off at a gallop”
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AMALGAMATION OF WET WOODLANDS &
WATER MEADOWS- ECO QUILT

- The proposed section of wet woodland and water meadows on the other side of the river will be called ‘eco quilt.’
- A number of various specious will inhabit the zone, creating their own ecosystem.
- The understorey, rich in vibrant colours of flowers and different textures of foliage coupled with the softness of tree canopies and
fluidity of water, gives it a feel of a patchwork quilt. Hence, the name.
- The eco quilt will provide as important model of flood defence in the extremely flood prone zone of kirkstall.
- Interspersed with water cavities, it is a more naturalist approach to curb floods. It has many benefits such as increasing biodiversity,
reducing costs of expensive flood defence constructions in the sensitive river edge.
- The water cavities shall allow swelling up and gradual drainage of water, during torrential rainfall.
- Wildlife inhabit wet areas rather quickly.
- These cavities will also allow more sunlight penetration into the woods, compared to dense canopies , thereby developing a richer
understorey.
- Eco quilt will also aid in buffering climatic change through carbon storage. With the railway line running along the wetland and
upcoming big establishments, such as kirkstall forge, there is bound be abundant carbon dissipation in the environment. It will act
as a catchment zone and use it not only to its own benefit but also for the welfare of the surrounding areas.
- Eco quilt will be the wildlife heaven of the site and will house bird hides and bee hotels.
- A raised boardwalk is proposed all along the wet woodland to facilitate human interaction with the biodiversity. It will be raised to a
height ranging between 1.5 metres to 2 metres, to facilitate human intervention during floods, as well as providing them with
walking in the canopy experience, as opposed to the regular bark and trunk experience. This will also give them an aerial view of the
understorey.
A simpler model of a water meadow will be seen by the abbey, minus the dense woodland- ‘water walk.’ This is being proposed on the
steeper contours leading to the river. It will house raised boardwalks to allow the visitors to interact with the river edge even when it is
flooded. Otherwise, it will be species rich and give a soft appeal to the Abbey when viewed form the other side of the river. It shall
allow the river to come up the edge and flood the banks. The planting in this zone will guard the water and keep flood levels low, in
general.
This is also being located on the river as a transition between the strong characters of woodlands on one side and wet woodlands on
the other. The hierarchy, thus becomes Woodland-water meadow-wet woodland. This gives it a softer appeal and also allows for
evolution of different ecosystems, contained within a relatively small area.
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ILLUSTRATION OF A MATURE ECO QUILT
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3.5.3 INCREASING WOODLAND COVER

The site is currently bestrewed with chunks of woodland cover,
ending in sharp lines. It almost seems like they were removed
without giving much thought to the structure and appeal, for land
use.
In order to soften these sharp edges and broaden the narrow
peripheral planting, increased woodland cover is proposed. This will
give it a more natural appearance and feel.
Increased woodland cover also has many benefits.
- Health benefits for the users.
- Water management.
- Improves the water and air quality.
- Climatic change mitigation.
- Urban cooling.
- Historic regeneration and representation. After studying the

CLIPPING FROM THE MASTER PLAN. FADED GREEN
SHOWS THE EXISTING WOODLAND COVER. DARK
GREEN DENOTE PROPOSED WOODLAND COVER.

ancient maps, it was noted that a rather dense woodland existed
on the other side of the existing Morris lane, which was eventually
cleared because of increase in land pressure. Thus a representation

of that woodland is proposed in the open green space adjacent to
the Abbey museum. This will also aid in achieving a green setting
for the abbey- like it would have been nine centuries ago.
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▪

A hierarchy of pathways is proposed in the
development- a pedestrianised street, primary,
secondary, and cycle & pedestrian path.

Pedestrianised street:
-

A65, which is major road runs along the abbey,
separating it from the museum, thereby creating a

physical and visual divide.
-

The abbey tends to lose its integrity because of

3.5.4 ACCESS ROUTES

close proximity to the road.
-

It is also a significant source of noise and air
pollution.

-

Thus an alternate route is carved out to divert the
current traffic of A65.

-

One half of the street is greened with trees and
grass and ornamental pots of seasonal flowers, the
other half is paved in the same stone which is used
in the pedestrainised street of briggate.

-

This compels people to link the abbey and
Briggate. The former is one of the oldest streets of
leeds, which was made in 1207, shortly before the
Kirkstall Abbey came into being.
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Primary pathway:

Secondary path:

- The centre of this pathway network is strategically

▪ This path is mostly meant for physically fit people as it is more

placed, so as to provide easy access to the abbey,
visitors centre, guesthouse ruins as well as the
museum.
- The centre of this pathway network also serves a
gathering space for more than 300 people.
(diameter of the circle being 30 m. therefore area
of the circle is approximately 94sqm. According to
a physical experiment, 2-3 people can comfortably

organic in shape and runs along undulating, sloping landmasses
as well as woodlands.
Cycle & pedestrian path:
▪ A different material is used to differentiate between the primary
and secondary pathways, apart from the discernible difference
in width.

3.5.4.1 ACCESS ROUTES

fit in 1 sqm.) Thus, the space can hold more than
300 people, agreeably.
- The anatomy of the pathways resembles a spoke

like structure. Each spoke runs in the direction of a
place, which holds significance to the abbey.
- Having this arrangement will help the visitors link
the abbey to other places of influence,
psychologically, as it gives a feeling of treading on
the same path that might have been tread on by
the monks when the abbey was built.
- This educates the users of the space and provides
a holistic experience of visiting the abbey.
- The path will be interspersed with custom made
tiles which are modelled on the original tiles used

in the abbey.

MAPPING OF
DIRECTIONS OF
THE PRIMARY
PATHWAY
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BOARDWALKS
Two sections in the design proposal will house boardwalks:
▪ In the Water meadows near the river edge- WATER WALK
▪ Wet woodland in between Leeds-Liverpool canal and river aire.ECO QUILT
Water meadow walk: design philosophy
▪ A particular pattern is followed in the layout of these boardwalks.

3.5.4.2 ACCESS ROUTES

▪ The boardwalks are arranged at sharp angles from each other
forming almost a mesh like structure.
▪ The sharp angles symbolise the stringent lifestyle of the Cistercian
monks.
▪ The pattern is also reminiscent of stained glass art- something

ILLUSTRATION SHOWING THE JUXTOPPOSITION OF
FORMS OF THE BOARDWALK ON EITHER SIDES OF
THE RIVER.

which the general public associates with cathedrals and abbeys,
even though kirkstall abbey, in particular, abstained from ornate
decorations and preferred simple, green tinted glass adorning
their window panes.
▪ Thus the network of this boardwalks acts as a reflection of the rich
heritage of the abbey.

▪ The philosophy is reversed on the other side of the river, in the eco
quilt- symbolising the more relaxed lifestyle of general mass.

72

▪ Wet woodland walk:
▪ Boardwalks on stilts will be laid out on the boggy grounds of the wet
woodlands.
▪ This is to facilitate easy movement during floods as well as other times

of the year.
▪ They will be punctuated with bird hides at strategic points to help
naturalists, ornithologists, hobbyists, photographers, kids and general
public to frame views and observe the thriving biodiversity of the site,
with minimum disturbance to them.

3.5.4.3 ACCESS ROUTES

▪ Number of seats have provided in the boardwalk to facilitate
comfortable movement for the users of wet woodland.
▪ This section will remain open at night to give an opportunity to people
to interact with the biodiversity at those hours.
▪ Keeping it open at night will also enable security on the site at night.
▪ With constant human movement, the risk of anti social activities will also
drastically reduce.
▪ These boardwalks are of varying widths, which range from 2m to 16.8m
as well as varying heights ranging from 1.5m to 2m, to give them an
opportunity to interact closely with the canopies and branches of trees

http://www.narad
alz.com/en/nearb
y/Index.aspx?nid=
13

rather than just the trunk.
▪ These boardwalks are suitable for wheelchair users as well as children, as
railings will be attached.
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LINKING THE ABBEY TO RIVER AIRE AND LEEDS-LIVERPOOL CANAL:
The abbey is liked to the river aire by one of the spokes of the primary path extending
to the river front and getting converted into a bridge across the river leading to Eco
quilt.
Thereafter, it is sunk into the ground, goes under the railway line and opens out into the
other side of the river aire, by the Leeds-Liverpool canal, where an extension of wet
woodland is proposed in the phasing plan of the Abbey.

3.5.4.4 ACCESS ROUTES

Since the tunnel ill be dug in a highly wet zone, with the ground water table at an
accessible depth, water tight construction of walls will have to be implemented. Even
then, the risk of water flowing into the tunnels will be rather high, thus a pump will be
installed in the tunnel to drain out the water. this can be given an interesting angle, by
installing a manual pump, instead of an automated one. The visitors will be allowed to
operate the pump, hence giving them a chance to connect with the olden days and
ways.
This also has a connection to the way the abbey worked, as it had under ground tunnel
like drains.

CLIPPING FROM THE MASTER
PLAN SHOWING THE PROPOSED
BRIDGE AND TUNNEL.

The monks at Kirkstall used the tunnels to escape persecution when Henry VIII dissolved
the country's monasteries.
These tunnels, were accessible to the public a few decades ago. However they don’t
have public access anymore and many, who enjoyed the abbey in their younger days
long for the tunnels to open again.
The sunken walkway will help interact with the abbey as it would be in the olden days.
74

3.5.4.5 PREVIOUS ROUTES TO THE ABBEY

PREVIOUS ROUTE TO THE ABBEY
• Previously the visitors of the abbey used
the gatehouse to get access into the
abbey.
• Since the same route cannot be stuck to

for practical purposes, a narrow water
runnel/stream tracing the same path has
been designed. Water has been specifically
used to not only link the exiting and
proposed blue infrastructure, but also

because it symbolises the ever evolving
fabric of the world- thus embracing the
changes which have come about in the
past years as well as the changes in the
years to come, with a subtle reminder of
what had been.
• It also has an environmental benefit of
acting as a surface water run off
catchment.

CLIPPING FROM THE MASTER PLAN- THE THIN
BLUE LINE RUNNING ALONG THE ABBEY WALK,
PASSING THE MUSEUM, CUTTING ACROSS THE
PEDESTRIAN STREET, INTO THE ABBEY GROUNDS
DIVERTING INTO THE GUESTHOUSE RUINS, AND
THE ABBEY DENOTES THE PREVIOUS ROUTE
TAKEN BY THE VISITORS.
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The monks primarily had two fish ponds in the abbey complex, which are non-existent
now. One was located right behind the visitor’s centre and the other near the guest
house, which currently houses the car park.

3.5.5 FISH PONDS

Since the monks built the fish ponds nine centuries ago, they must have built it simply
and organically. Thus the new fish pond which will be created behind the visitor’s
centre will also be made on the same model- ecological pond. Surface water run off
from the permeable pathways will be drained into the fish pond via an inlet pipe,
which will eventually flow into the river, once the water reaches a certain level. The
pond is proposed to have reeds growing all round its periphery- this will not only add
to0 the aesthetics, but also play a major role in guarding the pond boundaries and
cleaning the water from the pathways. Additionally, it may also provide as a mini
ecosystem for various aquatic and amphibian species, whilst remaining sympathetic to
the archaeology of the area.
Water sensitive design, such as this, is also a better alternative to conventional urban
drainage systems. It not only helps in alleviating flood risks, but also adds to the
environmental benefits, thereby increasing sustainability of the site. It gives an
opportunity to people to interact with simple and effective ways of creating such
ponds and to experience the benefits of it, first hand. Therefore, it not helps
connecting people with the past heritage of the site, but also gives them a cue for
future sustainable pond building techniques.
The other water body to be represented in the car park will be a shallow water body,
no deeper than half a meter. This is just a representation of what used to be. Since the
current car park is situated on one of the highest contours of the site (+55), it would
be highly impractical to dig a natural fish pond. Also, because it is finished in concrete,
digging a significant depth will generate substantial waste. This can also be seen as a
benefit, as no uprooting of mature trees is required to accommodate the water body.
Therefore, a shallow water body will be created- representing the historic pond. The
main function of this water body, will be to add aesthetics to the site. It will be used to
reflect the sky as well as the robust observation tower by it. This water body, is
therefore called the ‘Sky mirror.’

CLIPPING FROM THE MASTER PLAN
SHOWING THE LOCATION OF
HISTORIC FISH PONDS.
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3.5.6 OBSERVATION TOWER- SKY VIEW

The observation Tower is being proposed as a new landmark in Kirkstall, called the
Sky view.
The abbey, itself is the most known landmark, however it is not visible unless one
is a few meters away from it. One of the chief reasons contributing to this
camouflage is the rolling topography of Leeds in general.
Thus a tall observation tower is being proposed on the highest contour (+55) of
the study area.
It will serve as a visual link to the abbey grounds from further away as well as link
the city centre to the abbey as well as the distant landscapes, visually, to the users
of the tower.
The observation tower will be a destination in itself and attract more visitors.
Facilities such as dining, toilets, souvenir shops and so on will be located in the
tower.
It shall operate till midnight, so as to provide a night view of the city to the users

CONCEPTUAL SKETCH OF SKY
VIEW.

as well as encouraging public movement in the late hours, reducing the crime
rate.
The construction of the tower does not majorly affect the existing landscape, as it
is being built in the existing car park. This makes the laying of the foundation
easier, as the landform is comparatively flat and also does not involve in removing
precious, mature tree cover.
Located close to the proposed car park and bus stations, it has excellent
connectivity.
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ALLOTMENTS
The monks used a part of the kirkstall forge as their market
gardens and grew all sorts of vegetables.
Since a development scheme is coming along at the forge on a
mass scale, it was impossible to recreate the same market

3.5.7 ALLOTMENTS

garden in its original location.
Thus inserting an allotment space in direction to the kirkstall
forge, seemed a plausible.
It is currently used as a sports pitch for rugby, green bowling and
tennis. The sports pitch will be completely relocated to a nearby

open area, allowing the sanctity of the Abbey to remain
undisturbed.

INITIAL
CONCEPTUAL
LAYOUT
AND FINAL
LAYOUT

It not only represents the historic trail, but also engages
community and promotes sustainability as well as provides
educational and therapeutic opportunities.
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3.5.8 SHEEP REARING

CLIPPING FROM THE MASTER
PLAN SHOWING A BLUE OVAL,
BEHIND THE ALLOTMENTS- SITE
FOR SHEEP REARING

Sheep rearing is being re-introduced in the abbey grounds.
The Cistercian monks would rear sheep in the abbey. Their wool was used for

textiles production and that is how the textile industry of Leeds took off.
Not only do they aid in connecting the historical heritage of the abbey, but add to
the sustainability of the site.
Green areas, such as the water meadow, and amenity grass areas will be grazed by
them, reducing manual/automated labour.
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After a thorough investigation in the study area, it was
found that there are a number of weirs cutting across the
river without fish passes.
The course and direction of flow of the river demanded a
fish pass, thus a new fish pass has been created in the Eco
Quilt.
it is a highly sensitive component, and often one, which is
neglected.
It is important to create a fish pass at regular intervals where
the water level changes drastically, naturally or manually, by
installing weirs etc.
It facilitates easy upstream movement for fish and other
aquatic organisms.
This in turn helps them find congenial breeding sites and

3.5.9 FISH PASS

resting places.
The proposed fish pass is a narrow, shallow stream carved
out of one edge to the other edge with weir in between.

CLIPPING FROM THE PLANTING PLAN
SHOWING THE FISH PASS AT +34.5
CONTOUR LEVEL.

Constructed along the same principles of the water cavity, it
will be more familiar and sensitive to the fish than the
installation of man made structures.
Having said that there are no fish passes within the study
area, there are, however, a few in the nearby areas.
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3.6 DESIGN BUILDOUT

3.6.1 CONTOUR MAPPING ON A RAW DIGIMAP FILE
3.6.2 INITIAL ZONING OF SPACES
3.6.3 FIRST MASTER PLAN PRODUCED
3.6.4 CONCEPTUAL SKETCHES
3.6.5 SKETCHES OF A YOUNG AND MATURE ECO QUILT
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3.6.1 CONTOUR MAPPING ON A RAW DIGIMAP FILE

82

3.6.2 INITIAL ZONING OF SPACES
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3.6.3 FIRST MASTER PLAN PRODUCED
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3.6.4 CONCEPTUAL SKETCHES
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3.6.5 SKETCHES OF A YOUNG & MATURE ECO QUILT
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4. MASTER PLAN
4.1. MASTER PLAN

4.2. COMPONENT LAYERS
4.3. PATHWAY PLAN
4.4. ROUTE CALCULATION TO DIVERT TRAFFIC FROM A 65
4.5. MAIN ACCESS INSIDE THE ABBEY
4.6. GATHERING SPACES
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