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Kirkstall Valley Park is an “umbrella group” of local environmental and community 
organisations, including Groundwork Leeds, Trust for Conservation Volunteers (TCV), Yorkshire 
Wildlife Trust, Leeds Civic Trust, local councillors and various sports clubs and community groups. It is 
a registered charity (number 1108868) and a company limited by guarantee (number 05097588).
 
The new Pocket Park will be sited on semi-derelict Leeds City Council land, behind Morrisons store in 
Kirkstall, where the River Aire diverges into two streams - one tumbling over an ancient wier, the other 
entering a cutting designed by the legendary 18th century landscape architect Humphrey Repton to 
create what is now a unique island nature reserve, accessible only over a grade 2 listed masonry ford.

The park will be an urban oasis for shoppers using the nearby retail park, local residents, and people 
exploring the river corridor - a slice of rural Yorkshire that penetrates deep into the city of Leeds.

Set about with seating and planting, a new riverside footpath will link pre-existing but currently 
disconnected routes, to open up a new urban oasis beside the river, with views across to the nature 
reserves to east and south.

The Pocket Park will form, in effect, the first phase of a much more ambitious scheme, which has been in the planning for more than a decade: 
Kirkstall Valley Park (http://kvp.org.uk/)
 
Phase 2 will see the development of the park to cover all of the Mill's 'garden' area, the installation of a new bridge providing direct access to the 
nature reserve, (thus completing a much-needed main route though the length of the larger park), a footpath extension over the mill race to a second 
through route for pedestrians and cycles, and a new 
slalom course for the local canoe club.

Future phases will see the development of the Mill itself 
into a community/sustainability centre, possibly including 
a vertical farm and demonstrations of other new green 
technologies, along with café, amenities and facilities.

Attached are excerpts from relevant pre-existing 
Kirkstall Valley Park proposals, which the new 
Pocklet Park will enable and launch. 

http://kvp.org.uk/


The	  Pocket	  Park	  Path	  from	  the	  Nature	  Reserve	  (south	  of	  river)



Pocket Park Path	  	  Phase	  2:	  Bridge	  detail	  (not	  included	  in	  Pocket	  Park	  submission)














